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Brad Penn
Industry experts have long considered Pennsylvania-grade crude oil among the best in the world, and one of the most popular engine oils refined from it was Kendall GT-1. The American Refining Group now operates the Bradford, Pennsylvania-based refinery that once produced the Kendall line, and it offers its own line of high-quality race oil. Brad Penn's Penn Grade 1 (PG 1) is available as a partial-synthetic or conventional, and in varying viscosities. We spoke with the company's Director of Branded Lubricants Sales and Marketing, Dick Glady, about its formulation.

High Performance Pontiac: Are Brad Penn's Penn Grade 1 products intended for use with flat-tappet camshafts?
Dick Glady: Simply stated, yes. Our PG 1 has been evaluated by a number of premier camshaft manufacturers, and is now recommended by many for flat-tappet and roller applications. Let me explain why.

Brad Penn oil is refined from Pennsylvania-grade crude, and we obtain a unique cut from our tower. When formulated correctly, it has a greater tendency to cling to engine internals, minimizing wear during dry start-up, and high engine-torque conditions. We add to it a high concentration of ZDDP and our additive package, and the result is high-quality race oil that offers outstanding anti-wear and anti-scuffing protection for flat-tappet cams.

We market our PG 1 product as "The Green Oil," and in addition to our full line of engine and gear lubricants, we also offer Penn Grade 1 Break-In Oil-a specially formulated, 30-weight mono-grade lubricant that was developed for flat-tappet camshaft break-in, and features enhanced levels of ZDDP.

Brad Penn's Penn Grade 1 motor oil is a high-quality race lubricant that's produced by the American Refining Group. It includes a high concentration of the desirable anti-wear additives, making it suitable for flat-tappet camshaft engines. The company's Pennsylvania-based oil tower is heralded as the oldest continually operated oil refinery in America.

HPP: Is there a specific amount of zinc additive that your company feels is the minimum required for flat-tappet camshafts?
DG: Our typical ZDDP content is 1,200 ppm, but that doesn't tell the entire tale. Many other manufacturers formulate race oil from its passenger-car offerings, and maintain a lesser amount of zinc to meet current API SM-specifications. Our lubricant is actually uniquely formulated race oil that's suitable for older flat-tappet camshaft engines, and it offers additional engine protection beyond high levels of ZDDP.

HPP: Is there any chance your company could drastically reduce the desirable high-pressure additives in its products?
DG: Our Penn Grade 1 is marketed as race oil, and since we don't license it through API, we don't have to conform to current API and ILSAC standards.

HPP: Where can hobbyists purchase Brad Penn products?
DG: Our Penn Grade 1 products aren't available through local retailers. Instead, present distribution goes through select independent lubricant wholesalers, engine builders, and specialty racing/performance outlets. Contact us via our Web site, and we'll reply with the nearest authorized Brad Penn Racing distributor.

